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Franiclinia (continued)

small grove of this unknown tree along the Altamaha
River in Georgia in 1765. On a later trip, William gath
ered seeds to propagate at their Philadelphia gar
den. They named the tree Franklinia alatamaha in
honor ofJohn Bartram’s great friend, Benjamin Frank
lin. The tree was never seen in the wild after i8og, but
fortunately, Franklinias still exist thanks to the Bar
trams. All Franklinias today are descended from those
propagated and distributed by the Bartrams, who are
credited with saving it from extinction. The Franklinia
tree is gaining an increased popularity among gardeners
enticed by its delicate beauty, marvelous story of survival
and even perhaps its reputation as a challenge to growP

A Franklinia was donated to the Acton Arbore
tum by Christine and Daniel O’Connor in memory of
Judy Donald and may be seen in the Rliododendren col
lection, located at stop number 8 of the Self-Guided
Tour of The Upper Grounds. The two photos show this
tree in bloom during late fall of 2006. Visit http://
www.bartramsgarden.org/franklinia for more informa—

President’s Message

Dear Friends,
There are two upcoming opportunities to experi

ence a guided tour on the property. Please join us on Sat
urday, June 9th from noon to 1:00 pm as local conserva
tionist, Jim Snyder-Grant, will lead a 30 minute walk,
then a question/answer period through the Acton Arbore
tum, pointing out examples of invasive plant species grow
ing there. The Recreation Department is advertising and
hosting a tour of three gardens maintained by the Acton
Garden Club on Wednesday, June13 from loam — 12pm.
Acton Garden Club members will discuss the plants in the
Herb, Butterfly and Hosta Gardens, their maintenance
and encourage you to grow some 0f them. Meet at the Ac-
ton Arboretum Taylor Rd. parking lot kiosk for both free
events.

It is dues renewal time. Your mailing label date now
reflects the expiration date of your membership. Please
check your mailing label to determine if your membership
is due for renewal. We appreciate your continued support,
which we wish to acknowledge by sending you a free packet
of our newest guides to the Arboretum. Renewing and
new members of the Friends of the Acton Arboretum
will receive a free packet of these high quality publica
tions in a future mailing.

The Annual Meeting 0f the Friends of the Acton Ar
boretum, Inc. takes place on Thursday, June 28, 2006, at
the Reading Circle in the Arboretum at 6go P.M. (We
meet at Town Hall in case of rain). A two-part business
meeting will follow a short social. After the meeting, as
daylight allows, we will take a walk through the Arboretum
to discuss upcoming projects. Please join us.

WHO ARE THE FRIENDS?

Membership Application

___

Sr
Friends ofthe Aeton Arboretum

anLfli(
Membership benefits far Friends include a biannual newsletter, seasonal walks talks and workshops
and civic pride in a special gp ofland used for enjqynknt and education,

We are a group ofcitiens who care about the

natural arld and share a vision ofpreserv—

ing and enhancing our natural resources for

educational purposes. Friends contribute

time, man9, plants arid other gifts and

talents in sufrort of the Actan Arboretum in

order to achieve these goals.

Name;

___________________________

Address:

____________________________

Telephone:

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP (CHECK ONE)

D INDrWDUAL 5,5

lam a DNEWMEMBER RETURNING MEMBER

FAMILY I $25 D SUPPORTING I $40 CORPORATh I $ico

L CONTACT ME FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Commemorative gifts, honoring marriages, births, deaths or other special dates, are gi-atefisl4’
acccepted and recorded in a commemorative listing.

tion.
I. John Bartram Association website

Cathy Fochtman, President
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