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To raise and donate finds, materials and
services to the Town of Acton for the
development and maintenance of the
Acton Arboretum; to educate the.

communi!, about the unique environ
mental, horticultural, geological and
historical qualities of the Arboretum
property, about the process of wetland
and field succession, and, in an era of
decreasing public funds and natural
resources, about conservation, effective
horticultural practice; and generaljy to
do oil the things permitted to non profit
organizsitions under the provisions of
Chapter iSo of the General Laws of
Massachusetts and Section 50k3

The Hosta Garden

It isa collection garden, showcasing a wide variety of hostas, over 150 cultivars hi
all. The hosta isa member of the Liliaceae-liiy family and is perennial in our
northeastern U.S. climate. It is native to China, Japan and Korea and was named
after Nicholas Host, Austrian biologist. Hostas have been growis in the U.S. since
the 1750’s.

The beauty of the hosta garden design is enhanced by the incorporation of a wide
variety of companion shrubs and trees. They offer contrasting height, color, and
foliage texture to the hostas and provide 4 season interest—berries, colored twigs
and evergreens. Equally important in the vision of the hosta collection is the edu
cational opportunity that it provides. Each plant is labeled and related cultivars
are grouped together in the garden layout. The Friends of the Acton Arboretum
consulted withJudy and developed a list of recommended plants for the home
garden, which is included in the Friends ‘Pocket Packet.” Each of these plants are
specially marked in the garden.

The maintenance of the hosta garden has been carried out since its inception by a
loyal group of volunteers underJudy’s capable leadership. Seasonal cleanup,
pruning, weeding, and fertilizing with organic amendments is performed on
committee workdays and committee members sign up to do weekly monitoring 0f
the garden, including watering if there is insufficient rain, weeding and dead-
heading. The hosta garden flourishes due to the careful oversight thatJudy and
her committee have offered consistently from year to year.

Judy has recently retired from active management 0f the maintenance committee,
and has passed the responsibility on to Joan Yatteau, who continues to organize
the committee.

The Friends of the Acton Arboretum would like to show their appreciation for the
dedicated work of Judy Dembsey, founder of the Acton Arboretum Hosta Gar
den. Donated by Judy in memory of her mother, Emily A. Paul, the hosta display
garden was established in 3991 and designed by Mabel-Maria Herweg.

of th€ Internal Revenue Code of 1984,

asfrom time to time thçy are amended.
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:MEnI[VLTOS%1[’Sranawswrnnmuag
Membership benefits for Friends include: a biannual newsletter! seasonal walks, talks and workshops.
and civic pride in a special gift ofland usedfor enjqyinent and education.

Name:

Address:

Telephone:________________________ I am a D NEW MEMBER RETURNING MEMBER

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP (CHECK ONE)

D INDIVIDUAL Si E FAtAlLY I $25 D SUPPORTING I So CORPORATE $ioo

D CONTACT ME FOR VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Commemorative gifts. honoring marriages, births, deaths or other special dates, are gratefuljy
acccepted and recorded jr a commemorative listing.

PLEASE DETACH AND MAIL TO: FRIENDS OF THE ACTON ARBORETUM. INC. P.O. BOX 2607 ACTON: MA 01720

President’s Message

If you have your own wheelbarrow, shovel, bow or
stone rake, hand weeding tools—please bring
those with your name labeled on them. Organiz
ers will work in light rain or shine. Drop—ins are
welcome if you cannot come for the entire ses
sion. Student groups and scouts are welcome to
work together. Please RSVP to
info@actonarboretum.org.

The Friends 0f the Acton Arboretum have developed a
website that provides a necessary link to our members
and the public. Please visit www.actonarboretu.n.org
and send correspondence to info@actonarboretum.org.

The Arboretum has recently been the setting for a re
corded episode of dog training for the popular television
channel Animal Planet and will be featured in an article
written by CNC Newspapers Acton-Boxborough Beacon
editor Bobb Burgess entitled “Hidden Treasures.”

Please read the article on this page about the upcoming
“Arbo Aid” day. Your volunteer help to maintain the
Arboretum is most important and appreciated by all who
enjoy this unique property.

It is dues renewal time. Your mailing label date reflects
the expiration date of your membership. Please check
your mailing label to determine if your membership is
due for renewal. We appreciate your continued support.
The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Acton Arbo
retum, Inc. takes place on Thursday, June 25, 2009, at
the Reading Circle in the Arboretum at 6:o P.M. (We
meet at Town Hall in case of rain). A two-part business
meeting will follow a short social. After the meeting, as
daylight allows, we will take a walk through the Arbore
turn to discuss upcoming projects. Please join us.

Cathy Fochtman, President

‘ .

WHO ARE THE FRIENDS?

We are agroup ofcit ftens who care about the

natural world and shore a vision ofpreserv—

big and enhancing our natural resources for

educational purposes. Friends contrIbute

time, man9, plants and other gffls and

talents in suorL of the Acton Arboretum in

order to achieve these goals.

Arbo Aid Day

The Arbo Aid Volunteer Workday at the Acton
Arboretum is taking place from 9:00 AM—noon
on Saturday, May 30. Participants will be divid
ing daylilies and offering them for sale; weeding
and mulching trees and gardens; spreading
stonedust on trails, and doing trail maintenance.

Dear Friends,

Any level of expertise is welcome, high school-
aged kid5 and adults. You bring your own sun
screen, water bottle and proper attire (work
boots, work gloves, hat) and organizers will pro
vide water, Gatorade and snacks.

(‘—F
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